
IFRS Tag Manager
An automatic tagging tool for financial statements, based on AI and built to simplify ESEF 

compliance for European listed companies.
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The Reporting Obligation

Since 2021, European companies listed on a regulated market must publish their annual financial report in 

the European Single Electronic Format (ESEF) — in xHTML. Those preparing consolidated financial 

statements under IFRS must also apply XBRL tags using Inline XBRL technology.

IFRS Tag Manager is designed to make compliance with these obligations significantly easier — 

particularly in the context of digital financial reporting (ESEF / IFRS). It is particularly useful 

when a company is for the first time submitted to those obligations.
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The Core Challenge

Time-Consuming

Manually matching dozens or hundreds 

of line items to IFRS tags takes hours per 

report.

Error-Prone

Human errors in tag selection risk non-

compliance with ESEF regulatory 

requirements.

Hard to Scale

The manual process cannot keep pace 

with the volume and complexity of 

financial statements.

Why spend hours manually searching for the appropriate IFRS tags corresponding to the many line items in financial 

statements?
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Underlying Approach

How the Engine Was Built

IFRS Tag Manager is powered by an IFRS tag dictionary 

constructed from a sample of 80 French reference financial 

reports and trained using a machine-learning process based 

on Sentence-BERT (SBERT) — an open-source language 

model deployed locally.

This dictionary maps financial statement labels in French and 

English to the most relevant IFRS tags, with an accuracy of 85 

to 90%.

80 Reports

French reference 

financial reports used to 

build the training corpus

SBERT Model

Open-source NLP model, 

deployed locally for data 

confidentiality

85–90%

Accuracy in matching financial labels to IFRS tags
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Step 1 — Process Overview – Workflow
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Tag Management Interface
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Preparation in 

Detail

Five Statements, One Template

The five core financial statements are copied into a pre-

configured Excel template equipped with the taxonomy and 

macros for automated processing:

• Balance Sheet

• Profit and Loss

• Comprehensive Income

• Cash Flows

• Equity

DPM Coordinates

Each element's position must be defined through an internal 

procedure (DPM : Data Point Modelling) within the template — 

specifying both row and column coordinates to enable 

precise automated tagging.

The tagging of Notes to the Financial Statements is 

handled separately and is not covered in this 

presentation.
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Example of  Excel Template with Balance Sheet and DPM Coordinates





Step 3 — Automated Tagging

When the coordinates are recorded, the template is ready for 

automatic tagging. Tab “ESEF Template”.

IFRS Tag Manager analyzes the French labels in each financial 

statement contained in the template and automatically assigns an 

IFRS tag to each line item based on the learned dictionary.

The extensions must be handled manually.

At this stage, a first version of an entity-specific taxonomy is 

generated and appears on a joint page alongside each financial 

statement within the template.

Input

French-language labels from the five financial statements 

in the Excel template

Process

SBERT model matches each label to the most relevant IFRS 

tag using the trained dictionary

Output

Entity-specific taxonomy — first draft — ready for validation
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Example of Balance Sheet automatically tagged in the Excel template by IFRS Tag Manager



Step 4 — Regulatory Validation

The initial taxonomy inevitably contains errors or inaccuracies and must be 

validated using XT-PORTAL (UB Partner), powered by the XPE processor 

(XBRL Processing Engine from Edgar Online within the following rules :

- XBRL Technical Rules

Structural and syntactic compliance with the XBRL standard

- ESMA / ESEF Requirements

Regulatory compliance with European financial reporting mandates 

(Annual Conformance suite)
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Example of 
Summary

of Validation



Example of Instance Validation Report 



Example of Calculation Validation Report



Example of in-line report



Step 5 — Iterative Corrections

Fix Excel Errors Re-validate in 

XT-Portal

Confirm 

Compliance

Repeat Until 

Pass

Repeat Until Fully Compliant

Errors identified by XT-PORTAL are 

corrected manually in the Excel template. 

A new validation run is then performed to 

confirm resolution. This cycle is repeated 

as many times as necessary until full 

compliance is achieved — ensuring the 

taxonomy meets all regulatory 

requirements before submission.
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Step 6 — Final Output

Once validation is complete, XT-PORTAL generates an XBRL package fully 

compliant with the relevant local regulatory authority — in France, the 

AMF. This package is ready for direct submission.

The Notes to the Financial Statements must be tagged manually 

and appended to the five core statements before final submission.

15



Key Benefits

Speed

First tagging level from multiple hours to 

a few seconds per report 

Accuracy

85 to 90% tagging accuracy with 

significant reduction in manual errors

Compliance

Built-in XBRL and ESEF controls via XT-

Portal

Scalability

Handles large volumes of entities and 

reports with ease

Confidentiality

Local deployment — no external API, no 

data exposure
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Beyond IFRS — A Generic 

Platform

Although initially developed for IFRS reporting by listed entities, IFRS Tag 

Manager is generic by design and can be applied to any type of reporting 

framework.

It is particularly well suited to environments involving a large 

number of entities, where automation becomes critical — such as 

audit firms, consolidation teams, and regulatory reporting 

departments.
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Questions?
We welcome your questions on IFRS Tag Manager — its methodology, 

implementation, and fit for your organization's reporting needs.
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